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M:mes Senators’ fe" Vhy They.
Split On McCone's s Conrrma‘hén

It has npt escaped the notice
of Maine people that on the con-
tentious "question of ‘confirmation
of John A. McCone to be director
of the Central Intelligence Agency,
the state’s two U. S. Senators have
split. Sen. Margaret Chase 8mith

“voted in the negative, with 11

other members of the chamber;
Sen. Edmund 8. Muskie voted to
confirm.

Sen. Muskle told our May Cralg
that “this is a difficult vote,” and
we expect the Iady from Maine
-would concur. John McCone I8 a
Republican of great abllity, vig-
orous, articulate, and far-seeing.
Since he reportedly told Mrs, Smith
that he had some doubt as to his
ability to head up the CIA, perhaps
we should say he demonstrates hu-
‘mility, too, an attribute not hither-
to associated with him. In -Mrs.
Smith's. statement, she gave this
admisslon equal weight with his
demonstrable lack of experience
in the intelligence ficld. '

The junfor Serator himself ex-
pressed reservations, hut mainly
they extend beyoud the unknown
factor of Mr. McCone's abilitles
to the status of CIA itself and its
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policy-making dzd military' Yole '
CIA played in the disastrons Cu- .
ban episode, It was gullty of mvt-?
errors of omission and commission, §
and we gather that he voted to
confirm mainly because of his §
confidence in President Kennedy,
Aware of -the sensitive nature of
CIA and fully -cognizant of the
criticism that would result from
a poor appojntment, the Chief
Executive, Sen. Muskie Ix certain,
has done his best to select the man
he belleves is the best possible .
choice. Y
It is significant that neither |
Senator mentioned the conflict of
Interest of which McCone s sl-
legedly gullty—an issue raised by
Drew Pearson in & number of - re-*:a,'
cent artlcles. Chiefly they {llus-
trate the Jeopardy faced by every
appointee to difficult government ;
jobs, and Pearson's “exposure” {l-'; ,{
lustrates. too, the complaint of
Presidents that top jobs are ott.en
hard to fill with highly qualified
people. At any rate, McCone 1K
“{n", and how he performs i3 im-.
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